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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . This office action is responsive to Interview, conducted 6 September 2006, to the 
Original Application, filed 30 March 2001. Claims 1-2, 4-5, 7, 9-11, and 18-31 are nov\/ 
allowed. 

2. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 

and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

3. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Ms. Linda Ji; Reg. No. 49,027 on 6 September 2006. 

4. The application has been amended as follows: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method of providing a user-desired word into a 
computer, the method comprising the steps of: 

(a) having the computer select a character in an alphabetical range; 
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(b) having the computer select a word as a function of the selected 
character, the selected word having a character sequence; 

(c) presenting the word to the user; 

(d) receiving an indication from the user indicating whether a user-desired 
character of the desired word is alphabetically preceding or succeeding 
the computer-selected character or whether the computer-selected 
character matches the user-desired character; af\4 

(e) adjusting the range of characters or retaining the computer-selected 
character based on the user's indication; 

wherein if step (d) includes receiving an indication that the computer- 
selected character is the user-desired character, step (e) comprises retaining 
the computer-selected character and further comprising step (T) of advancing 
to the next character of the character seguence. if anv; 

wherein step (a) includes having the computer select the character as a 
function of a probabilitv of the character in the range of characters: and 
further comprising successivelv repeating at least steps (a) and (d), 

wherein when repeating step (a), the computer selects the character as a 

function of the adiusted range of characters. 



2. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1 , wherein if step (d) includes 
receiving the indication that the user-desired character is alphabetically 
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preceding or alphabetically succeeding the computer-selected character, step (e) 
comprises adjusting the range of characters so that the range of characters is 
approximately bounded by the selected character. 

3. Cancelled 

4. (Currently amended) The method of claim SI and further comprising step (g) 
of receiving an indication to accept a set of characters. 

5. (Previously presented) The method of claim 4, wherein step (g) includes 
receiving an indication to remove at least one character from the set of retained 
characters. 

6. Cancelled 

7. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1 , wherein step (b) includes 
having the computer select the word as a function of a probability of the word. 

8. Cancelled 

9. (Currently amended) The method of claim 81, wherein successively repeating 
at least steps (a) and (d) occurs when a new word cannot be selected in step (b). 
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10. (Currently amended) The method of claim 81, wherein when repeating step 
(a) the computer selects the character as a function of a set of retained 
characters. 

1 1 . (Previously presented) The method of claim 1 0, wherein step (a) includes 
having the computer select the character as a function of an N-gram model. 

12-17. Cancelled 

18. (Currently amended) A computing device comprising: 
an input device; 
an output device; 
memory storing a lexicon; 
a processor accessing the memory; and 

a module including instructions executable by the processor to perform the 
steps of: 

(a) having the computing device selectifiQ a character in a 
range of characters arranged in alphabetical order; 

(b) having the computing device selectiB§ a word from the 
lexicon as a function of the selected character, the word 
having a character sequence; 
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(c) presenting the word to the user through the output 

device; and 

(d) receiving an indication in response to the presented word 

from the user through the input device pertaining to 
the selected character to indicate whether the 
selected character matches or fails to match a user- 
desired characterr;. 

(e) adjusting the range of characters or retaining the 

computer-selected character based on the user's 
indication: 

wherein if step (d) includes receiving an indication that the computer- 
selected character matches the user-desired character, retaining the 
computer-selected character and further comprising step (f) of advancing to 
the next character of the character seguence, if any; 

wherein step (a) includes having the computer select the character as a 
function of a probabilitv of the character in t>ie range of characters: and 

further comprising successively repeating at least steps (a) and (d). 

wherein when repeating step (a), the computer selects the character as a 

function of the adjusted range of characters. 
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19. (Original) The computing device of claim 18 wherein the input device 
comprises isolated buttons indicative of different responses. 

20. (Original) The computing device of claim 19 wherein at least some of the 
buttons are indicative of a subset of the alphabet. 

21 . (Original) The computing device of claim 20 wherein the computing device 
comprises a telephone. 

22. (Original) The computing device of claim 1 9 wherein the computing device 
comprises a pager. 

23. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1 , wherein step (a) or step (b) 
are based on probability of words in a lexicon. 

24. (Currently amended) The method of claim 2, and further comprising repeating 
steps (a) to (e) using the adjusted al phabet i ca l range of characters . 

25. (Currently amended) The comput o r i nput computing device of claim 18, and 
further comprising instructions for adjusting the range of characters when the 
user indicates that the selected character is not the user-desired character. 
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26. (Currently amended) The computor input computing device of claim 18, and 
further comprising advancing to the next character in the character sequence 
when the user indicates that the selected character is the user-desired character. 

27. (Currently amended) A computer readable medium including computer- 
executable instructions to perform the steps of: 

(a) selecting a character in a alphabetical range of characters; 

(b) selecting a word based on the selected character; 

(c) rendering the selected word, the word having a character sequence; 

(d) receiving an indication from a user interface in response to the 

selected word, the indication indicating whether a user-desired 
character is alphabetically preceding or succeeding the selected 
character or whether the computer-selected character matches the 
user-desired character; and 

(e) adjusting the range of characters or retaining the selected character 
based on 

the user's i nd i cation indication received from the user interface: 
wherein if step (d) includes receiving an indication that the selected word 
matches the user-desired character, retaining the computer-selected 
character, and further comprising step (f) of advancing to the next character 
of the character seguence. if any; 
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wherein step (a) includes selecting the character as a function of a 
probability of the character in the range of characters: and 

further comprising successively repeating at least steps (a) and (d), 
wherein when repeating step (a), selecting the character as a function of 
the adjusted range of characters. 

28. (Previously presented) The computer readable medium of claim 27, wherein 
receiving an indication comprises receiving an indication that the selected 
character is not the user's desired character or matches the user's desired 
character. 

29. (Previously presented) The computer readable medium of claim 28, and 
further comprising identifying a new alphabetical range approximately bounded 
by the previously selected character 

30. (Previously presented) The computer readable medium of claim 27, wherein 
receiving an indication comprises receiving an indication that the selected 
character is the user's desired character, and further comprising advancing to the 
next character, if any, of the selected word's character sequence. 
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31. (Previously presented) The computer readable medium of claim 30, and 
further comprising receiving an indication that the next character is not part of the 
user's desired word. 



5. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Laurie Ries whose telephone number is (571) 272-4095. 
If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. Heather Hemdon, can be reached at (571) 272-4136. 

7. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more 
information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have 
questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center 
(EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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